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I. MARRIAGE IN GOD'S PLAN
1602 Sacred Scripture begins with the creation of man and woman in the image and likeness
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woman is indissoluble: God himself has determined it "what therefore God has joined
together, let no man put asunder."
1615 This unequivocal insistence on the indissolubility of the marriage bond may have left
some perplexed and could seem to be a demand impossible to realize. However, Jesus has not
placed on spouses a burden impossible to bear, or too heavy - heavier than the Law of Moses.
By coming to restore the original order of creation disturbed by sin, he himself gives the
strength and grace to live marriage in the new dimension of the Reign of God. It is by
following Christ, renouncing themselves, and taking up their crosses that spouses will be able
to "receive" the original meaning of marriage and live it with the help of Christ. This grace of
Christian marriage is a fruit of Christ's cross, the source of all Christian life.
1616 This is what the Apostle Paul makes clear when he says: "Husbands, love your wives, as
Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her," adding at
once: "'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and
the two shall become one. This is a great mystery, and I mean in reference to Christ and the
Church."
1617 The entire Christian life bears the mark of the spousal love of Christ and the Church.
Already Baptism, the entry into the People of God, is a nuptial mystery; it is so to speak the
nuptial bath which precedes the wedding feast, the Eucharist. Christian marriage in its turn
becomes an efficacious sign, the sacrament of the covenant of Christ and the Church. Since it
signifies and communicates grace, marriage between baptized persons is a true sacrament of
the New Covenant.

II. THE CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE

1621 In the Latin Rite the celebration of marriage between two Catholic faithful normally
takes place during Holy Mass, because of the connection of all the sacraments with the
Paschal mystery of Christ.  In the Eucharist the memorial of the New Covenant is realized, the
New Covenant in which Christ has united himself for ever to the Church, his beloved bride
for whom he gave himself up.  It is therefore fitting that the spouses should seal their consent
to give themselves to each other through the offering of their own lives by uniting it to the
offering of Christ for his Church made present in the Eucharistic sacrifice, and by receiving
the Eucharist so that, communicating in the same Body and the same Blood of Christ, they
may form but "one body" in Christ.
1622 "Inasmuch as it is a sacramental action of sanctification, the liturgical celebration of
marriage . . . must be, per se, valid, worthy, and fruitful."  It is therefore appropriate for the
bride and groom to prepare themselves for the celebration of their marriage by receiving the
sacrament of penance.
1623 In the Latin Church, it is ordinarily understood that the spouses, as ministers of Christ's
grace, mutually confer upon each other the sacrament of Matrimony by expressing their
consent before the Church. In the Eastern liturgies the minister of this sacrament (which is
called "Crowning") is the priest or bishop who, after receiving the mutual consent of the
spouses, successively crowns the bridegroom and the bride as a sign of the marriage covenant.
1624 The various liturgies abound in prayers of blessing and epiclesis asking God's grace and
blessing on the new couple, especially the bride. In the epiclesis of this sacrament the spouses
receive the Holy Spirit as the communion of love of Christ and the Church.  The Holy Spirit is
the seal of their covenant, the ever available source of their love and the strength to renew
their fidelity.
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IV. THE EFFECTS OF THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

1638 "From a valid marriage arises a bond between the spouses which by its very nature is
perpetual and exclusive; furthermore, in a Christian marriage the spouses are strengthened
and, as it were, consecrated for the duties and the dignity of their state by a special
sacrament."

The marriage bond

1639 The consent by which the spouses mutually give and receive one another is sealed by
God himself.  From their covenant arises "an institution, confirmed by the divine law, . . .
even in the eyes of society."  The covenant between the spouses is integrated into God's
covenant with man: "Authentic married love is caught up into divine love."
1640 Thus the marriage bond has been established by God himself in such a way that a
marriage concluded and consummated between baptized persons can never be dissolved. This
bond, which results from the free human act of the spouses and their consummation of the
marriage, is a reality, henceforth irrevocable, and gives rise to a covenant guaranteed by God's
fidelity. The Church does not have the power to contravene this disposition of divine wisdom.

The grace of the sacrament of Matrimony

1641 "By reason of their state in life and of their order, [Christian spouses] have their own
special gifts in the People of God."  This grace proper to the sacrament of Matrimony is
intended to perfect the couple's love and to strengthen their indissoluble unity. By this grace
they "help one another to attain holiness in their married life and in welcoming and educating
their children."
1642 Christ is the source of this grace. "Just as of old God encountered his people with a
covenant of love and fidelity, so our Savior, the spouse of the Church, now encounters
Christian spouses through the sacrament of Matrimony."  Christ dwells with them, gives
them the strength to take up their crosses and so follow him, to rise again after they have
fallen, to forgive one another, to bear one another's burdens, to "be subject to one another out
of reverence for Christ," and to love one another with supernatural, tender, and fruitful love.
In the joys of their love and family life he gives them here on earth a foretaste of the wedding
feast of the Lamb:
          How can I ever express the happiness of a marriage joined by the Church,

strengthened by an offering, sealed by a blessing, announced by angels, and ratified
by the Father? . . . How wonderful the bond between two believers, now one in hope,
one in desire, one in discipline, one in the same service! They are both children of one
Father and servants of the same Master, undivided in spirit and flesh, truly two in one
flesh. Where the flesh is one, one also is the spirit. [Tertullian, Ad uxorem]

[The full text may be obtained online at: http://www.christusrex.org/www1/CDHN/ccc.html
(Jan. 25, 2001)]


