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Religion 201: Introduction to World Religions

Samford University, Department of Religion, Spring 2008
Mon., Wed., Fri. 10:30 to 11:35am, 322 Chapman Hall

David R. Bains, Associate Professor
Office:  325 Chapman Hall, phone: 726-2879, email: drbains@samford.edu
Office Hours:  M 2-4pm, TR 3 to 4 pm  and also other times by appointment or by chance
Revised:  June 4, 2008
Course Description: 

Investigation of major world religions, emphasizing their distinctive histories, beliefs, and practices.

Major Learning Objectives:

This semester, this course will include an examination of Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, and Islam.  It will also include a brief introduction to primal religions, Jainism, Sikhism, Confucianism, Taoism, and selected aspects of Christianity.

Upon completion of the course the student will be able to:

1) articulate major aspects of various religions’ “inner logic.”

2) explain the religions’ major beliefs, practices, and subgroups.
3) discuss how these beliefs and practices have been shaped by the cultural context in which the religion has developed.

4) describe the characteristics of modern and post-modern culture as it relates to religion

5) compare the various religions’ encounter with modernity and post-modern trends

6) compare the various religions’ history in the United States

7) show how the religious traditions have continued to develop and change in the modern and post-modern world.

8) assess the strengths and weaknesses of comparative categories in the study of religion, including “religion” itself.
9) distinguish among  the major perspectives in the Christian theology of religion.

Required Texts:
Esposito, John L., Darrell J. Fasching, and Todd Lewis. World Religions Today. 2nd ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2006. ISBN 0195176995

The Qur'an. Translated by M. A. Abdel Haleem.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2005. ISBN 0192831933

The Bhagavad-Gita. Translated by Barbara Stoler Miller. New York: Bantam Books, 1986. ISBN 0553213652

Mattson, Ingrid. The Story of the Qur'an: Its History and Place in Muslim Life. Malden, Mass.: Blackwell, 2008. ISBN 9781405122580 
Deming, Will. Rethinking Religion: A Concise Introduction. New York: Oxford University Press, 2005. ISBN 0-19-51681-6
reading packet
You must have access to the course's Blackboard site (http://lms.samford.edu also accessible via http://portal.samford.edu)
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