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UCBP 101: Biblical Perspectives

Samford University, Department of Religion, fall 2008
Mon., Wed., 1:00 to 2:50 pm, 322 Chapman Hall

David R. Bains, Associate Professor
Office:  325 Chapman Hall, phone: 726-2879, email: drbains@samford.edu
Office Hours:  M 2-4pm, TR 3 to 4 pm  and also other times by appointment or by chance
Course Description & Objectives:
This Course examines the historical context and religious teachings of the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures.  It seeks to cultivate the critical competencies necessary for the academic study of traditional religious texts, while at the same time considering the application of those texts to human life.
Students will :

· develop an understanding of the historical context in which the Bible took shape

· appreciate the development of religious thought within the biblical period

· examine how biblical teachings have been and are interpreted and applied

· use a variety of modern critical methods for studying the Bible, including Historical Criticism, Social-Scientific Criticism, and Cultural Criticism (such as Feminist, African-American or Post-Colonial Criticism).

Required Textbooks:
Chance, J. Bradley, and Milton P. Horne. Rereading the Bible: An Introduction to the Biblical Story. Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 2000.  ISBN 013674276-9

Attridge, Harold W., and Wayne A. Meeks, eds. The HarperCollins Study Bible : New Revised Standard Version, Including the Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical Books. Fully rev. and updated ed.. Student ed. San Francisco, Calif.: HarperSanFrancisco, 2006. ISBN 0060786833

Gutierrez, Gustavo. On Job: God-Talk and the Suffering of the Innocent. Translated by Matthew J. O'Connell. Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 1987. ISBN 0883445522 

Aland, Kurt, ed. Synopsis of the Four Gospels: Fortress Press, 1983. ISBN 0826705006

Powell, Mark Allan. Fortress Introduction to the Gospels. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1998. ISBN 0800630750
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